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To those wt‘;o knew: him'“in Oaldand"“apph-
‘ance shop- owuer. Fred Maggiora was‘a: champlon:
-of -local. amdteur athletics .and .a. conservatwe
“defender of lawiand. order during the 29 years he.
served on the Oakland City Council. e
“But to! local law enforcement’ offlc:als, Mag-
rg:orr who-. dxedv in. 1979 had"” anothex: lee.,They,
_say he was a sponsor of an attempted internation- ||
‘al weapons deal that involved major U.S. organ- |
-ized"crime interests and. .several-individuals-]
‘drawn from the shadowy world of iorexgn espxo—
‘nage: * o RN sg ]
o \daggxora in 1977 and 1978 was a target of a _
‘wide-ranging. federal-undercover. mvestxgatlon
into illegal gun trafficking and organized crime:
; activities. according to John Lacoste, Emeryville .
police chief. The Emeryville. Police : Department'
partlc'patcd in the investigation. = . "
N Accordmg to Lacoste and police sources. oth-
“ers “involved “in “the” ‘éomplex and bizarre plot -
included a convicted Watergate burglar;.a- Miami |
attorney who was an assocxate of some.. of the .

. nation’s top orgamzed cru'ne fxgures. the former
* owner of a gambling casino in prerevolutlonary
' - Cuba who also was txed to organized crime infer-

'ests a’ notorious “international flrearms dealen A
_who runs an anti-terrorist training school in ‘Geéor-]
gia: and another weapons dealer who purportedly]
worked for the U.S. Centr lligence -Agency:
in the :1960s and. was’ orgamzmg a_jmercenary, P
force of ex—mtellngence offxcers m Central Amen—

ca in 19780 5o Havis T e ‘
“The mvesttgatxon‘culmmated m;t e mdlct-
1ent of three people~m Flonda m December
1980. - SR ;'td’,;
: The mvestxga lOl‘I has ended and some Yof the?
\prlncxpals- have died, but . the' case provxdes an
‘unusual ghmpse *into the _strarige world in: whnch
-apparently disparate ‘elements intersect:’ organ-
‘ized crime, U.S: ‘intelligence ; undercover :Qperas
{ tions, left-wing Central Ameritan’ revolutlonanes
.and- right- wmg U.S. gunrunning adventurers.” 5
. This is the_story. as pxeced ‘together Irom
lnformat.\on supphed by Lacoste and other’ law
_enforcement sources:- - TTRRARAIMaLs T L
The- investigation began in‘ December 1976
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‘proached Emeryvxlle businessmat - Stephen i
-Shadix,: who-.wasiaclose adviser -to-top, Gua-a
_temalan government and' rmhtary officials.: .

- Cohen was an attorney and associate of Mey- -

er Lansky, described by police as’one of the most’
.powerful organized crime figures in the .United .

States. Cohen formerly was a member of the “S1
-and G Gambling Syndicate,” a network of- gang--

sters and corrupt: pubhc officials that operated in
.the Miami area in the 1950s, the sources sazd
‘Cohen also died in 1979.. -

= Shadix said that when Maggxora first sug--

gested the arms deal to.him, he contacted La-

coste, “because I wanted to keep orgamzed cru'ne
out of -Central America.” wivey

~ ~ The FBI, the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco

and Firearms, and the U.S. organized crime strike’

force were brought into the case, and an under-
cover investigation mto the proposed gun deal
. was started.

-~ Officials with the FBI, ATF and the strike

farce declined comment on tlfé“x'nvestxgatxon. .
Shadix told -the Oakland Tribune/Eastbay

- TODAY that he worked in an undercover capacity
and introduced federal agents “into hlgh-level

organized crime circles in Miami.” - - - .

7. Shadix, who is a reserve.officer in the. Eme-
;,ryvxlle Police Department, referred all. other
-questions about the.case to Lacoste. - < -+

—--According to Lacoste. and other sources, fed-
eral undercover agents held a series of meetings
and telephone conversations with Cohen - during
the next several years. attemptmg to arrange the
: weapons deal. © - SATLIR T
-¢  Cohen put the agents in ccntact-thh a suc-
¢essxon of purported weapons supplxers, including‘

.- several whom authornties suSpected “Were “con |
anen” trying to bilk Shadix and the federal agents r
dut of money in a phony gun deal. - v !

"3 In February 1977, however, Cohen introduced
" undercover agents to Stephen J. Maruca, a Miami
7fnan who authorities said had- ties to organized:
j' drime fxgures dnd .to the antl-Castro Ciban com-}
: mumty in the Miami area. ... .33 §§ sl
¢ » . Maruca and’his- half-brother, Joseph N. Mar-a

: row, told undercover agents that they could sup-
ply them with' a large shipment of automatic
 weapons, sources said. Maruca and Marrow at the
-time were being tried in Miami on a breaking-
.and- entermg charge and Cohen was their. attor-
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